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Security Analysis Report: Macau (March 09, 2026 -
March 16, 2026)

Executive Summary

During the period of March 09 to March 16, 2026, Macau's security posture remained
largely stable, primarily influenced by its integration into China's national security
framework and regional development strategies. Key developments include the
Macau government's prioritization of national security within its third Five-Year Plan
and continued efforts in economic diversification to bolster stability. Border security
authorities maintained vigilance amidst significant cross-border movements, while the
overall public order was reported as stable, with ongoing efforts to combat
gaming-related crime and fraud. Diplomatically, Macau continued to strengthen its
role as a platform for China's engagement with Portuguese-speaking countries,
aligning with broader national foreign policy objectives. The region's security
dynamics are increasingly intertwined with the strategic development of the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA).

Key Security Developments

• National Security Prioritization in Policy
Macau's Chief Executive, Sam Hou Fai, outlined the Special Administrative Region's
(SAR) third Five-Year Plan as a top priority for 2026, explicitly aligning it with China's
15th national plan. This plan focuses on areas including appropriate economic
diversification, improved public governance, and crucially, national security. This
signifies a continued emphasis on safeguarding national interests and stability within
the SAR's governance framework.

• Committee for Safeguarding National Security Activities
The Committee for Safeguarding National Security in Macau continues to conduct
eligibility reviews of candidates in accordance with the law, ensuring that individuals
uphold the Basic Law and bear allegiance to the Macao SAR and the People's Republic
of China. This ongoing process underscores the SAR's commitment to political loyalty
and the prevention of acts endangering national unity and territorial integrity.

• Border Security and Management
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Macau's Public Security Police Force (PSP) and Customs Service maintain enhanced
crowd control measures and operational efficiency at border checkpoints. While the
peak cross-border movements were anticipated for the Chinese New Year holiday in
February, with forecasts of over 6 million trips, these measures reflect a continuous
state of readiness for high traffic volumes and the prevention of illegal activities.
Macau Customs also intercepted a cargo ship carrying undeclared goods valued at
approximately MOP2 million, highlighting ongoing efforts against illicit trade.

• Counter-Terrorism Efforts and Threat Assessment
Macau's security authorities consider counter-terrorism a top priority, continuously
strengthening safety evaluation procedures and enhancing strategies. Despite these
efforts, the threat level remains low, with police reinforcing monitoring at checkpoints,
tourist attractions, and casinos, and stepping up intelligence exchanges with
neighboring regions.

• Cybersecurity Landscape and Regional Threats
While no specific cybersecurity incidents directly impacting Macau were reported
during this period, broader regional and international cybersecurity threats remain a
concern. A March 2026 threat report highlighted a security flaw in Google Chrome and
a breach of an FBI surveillance network by suspected Chinese hackers, indicating a
dynamic and evolving cyber threat landscape that indirectly affects regional security
considerations. Furthermore, Chinese hackers were reported to have targeted the
Italian Interior Ministry for information on Chinese dissidents, showcasing the global
reach of state-sponsored cyber activities.

• Diplomatic Engagements and Foreign Relations
The Macau SAR Government, led by Chief Executive Sam Hou Fai, affirmed its
commitment to strengthening communication and coordination with the Office of the
Commissioner of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China in the
MSAR. This reinforces Macau's role as a key platform for China's high-level opening-up
and its distinctive function as a bridge between China and Portuguese-speaking
countries.

• Internal Public Order and Crime Control
Macau's overall public security situation remains stable, with authorities closely
monitoring criminal activity. The Secretary for Security, Mr. Wong Sio Chak, previously
noted that while gaming-related crime saw an increase in 2024, preventive and
suppressive measures kept numbers significantly lower than in 2019, indicating that
security risks from the industry are manageable. Efforts to curb fraud-related crimes,
including online investment fraud, continue.

• Economic Diversification and Stability
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Macau is actively pursuing appropriate economic diversification through technological
innovation and integration with the Guangdong-Macau In-Depth Cooperation Zone in
Hengqin. This strategy aims to enhance long-term stability by reducing reliance on the
gaming industry and fostering new growth areas, which has inherent security
implications by promoting social cohesion and economic resilience.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

Macau's security developments are inextricably linked to the broader geopolitical
strategies of the People's Republic of China (PRC). The emphasis on national security
within Macau's third Five-Year Plan directly reflects Beijing's overarching governance
philosophy, particularly concerning its Special Administrative Regions. This aligns with
China's 15th Five-Year Plan (2026-30), which positions the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA) as a strategic pivot point for China's new
development pattern and a leading area for Chinese modernization. Macau's role as a
"knowledge-intensive facilitation platform" and a bridge between China and
Portuguese-speaking countries further integrates it into China's Belt and Road
Initiative and global economic outreach.

Regionally, China's increased military budget and more assertive rhetoric towards
Taiwan, as highlighted during the "Two Sessions" in March 2026, contribute to a
heightened sense of strategic competition in the Indo-Pacific. While Macau does not
have a direct military role in these dynamics, its stability and adherence to national
security directives are crucial for Beijing's overall control and projection of power in its
near abroad. The ongoing global cybersecurity threats, including those attributed to
suspected Chinese hackers, underscore a complex digital landscape where state and
non-state actors operate, potentially impacting critical infrastructure and data
security across the region, including Macau's highly digitalized economy.

The focus on deepening cooperation within the GBA, including infrastructure
connectivity and talent mobility, implies a more integrated security framework that
would encompass Macau, ensuring seamless coordination on issues ranging from
border control to emergency responses. This integration is a double-edged sword,
offering enhanced security resources but also potentially exposing Macau to broader
regional vulnerabilities and central government directives. Macau's diplomatic efforts
to strengthen ties with China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs further solidify its alignment
with Beijing's foreign policy, leveraging its unique historical and cultural connections
for national strategic advantage.

Military and Defense Analysis
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Macau, as a Special Administrative Region of the People's Republic of China, does not
possess an independent military force. Its defense is the responsibility of the People's
Liberation Army Garrison in Macau, which operates under the command of China's
Central Military Commission. Therefore, any military and defense analysis of Macau
must be understood within the context of China's national defense policy and
capabilities.

During the reporting period, China's defense budget was expected to increase by
approximately 7 percent in 2026, with the government emphasizing that defense
spending is aligned with economic growth and aimed at safeguarding national
sovereignty, security, and development interests. This broader national military
modernization program, focusing on mechanization, informatization, and the
application of intelligent technologies, indirectly enhances the overall security
umbrella under which Macau operates. The PLA Garrison in Macau primarily focuses
on defense duties, maintaining public order, and disaster relief, acting as a symbol of
Chinese sovereignty rather than an active combat force.

Macau's internal security is managed by its Public Security Police Force (PSP) and
other law enforcement agencies. These forces are responsible for maintaining public
order, border control, and counter-terrorism efforts, as evidenced by their ongoing
vigilance and intelligence exchanges. The emphasis on national security in Macau's
Five-Year Plan means that these internal security forces are increasingly aligned with
national objectives, including safeguarding against perceived threats to national unity
and stability. While there are no defense acquisitions or arms deals specific to Macau,
the SAR benefits from the advanced capabilities and strategic shifts of the wider
Chinese military, ensuring its security through national integration.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months): In the immediate future, Macau will likely continue to
prioritize the implementation of its third Five-Year Plan, with a strong focus on
economic diversification and strengthening national security measures. This will
involve further integration with the Hengqin Cooperation Zone and continued efforts
to attract international investment beyond the gaming sector. Border security will
remain a high priority, especially with ongoing tourist flows and the need to manage
cross-border movements efficiently and securely. The Public Security Police Force will
maintain its vigilance against traditional crime, including gaming-related offenses and
fraud, ensuring public order. Diplomatic activities will continue to emphasize Macau's
role as a bridge for China's relations with Portuguese-speaking countries, with
upcoming events like the 13th APEC Tourism Ministerial Meeting and the Forum for
Economic and Trade Co-operation between China and Portuguese-speaking Countries
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in 2027.

Critical flashpoints and risk areas:

• Cybersecurity Threats: Despite no direct incidents reported in Macau, the
broader regional and international cyber threat landscape, including
state-sponsored hacking and ransomware attacks, poses a continuous risk to
Macau's digital infrastructure and highly interconnected economy.
• Cross-Border Crime: The high volume of cross-border traffic, while economically
beneficial, presents ongoing challenges for authorities in combating illicit trade,
money laundering, and other forms of transnational crime.
• Geopolitical Tensions: While Macau is not a direct military actor, escalating
tensions in the South China Sea or concerning Taiwan could indirectly impact
investor confidence and tourism, potentially affecting Macau's economic stability,
which is a key component of its overall security.
• Social Stability: Rapid economic diversification and integration with the GBA,
while strategic, could lead to social adjustments that require careful management
to maintain the SAR's renowned stability.

Indicators to monitor:

• Implementation of National Security Laws: Any new interpretations or
enforcement actions related to national security laws in Macau.
• Economic Diversification Progress: Success in developing non-gaming sectors
and reducing economic reliance on tourism and gambling.
• Cross-Border Infrastructure Development: Progress and security protocols for
new infrastructure projects connecting Macau with the Greater Bay Area.
• Cyber Incident Reports: Monitoring for any reported cyberattacks or data
breaches affecting Macau's government, critical infrastructure, or major
industries.
• Public Order Statistics: Trends in crime rates, particularly those related to
gaming, fraud, and any new forms of illicit activity.
• Diplomatic Engagements: The frequency and nature of Macau's participation in
international forums and its role in China's foreign policy initiatives.

Strategic recommendations:

• Strengthen Cybersecurity Defenses: Invest in advanced cybersecurity
infrastructure, enhance threat intelligence sharing with regional partners, and
conduct regular vulnerability assessments and penetration testing for government
and critical private sector entities.
• Enhance Cross-Border Law Enforcement Cooperation: Deepen collaboration with
mainland Chinese and Hong Kong authorities to combat cross-border crime,
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including financial crimes and illicit trade, leveraging technology for more efficient
monitoring and intelligence sharing.
• Promote Economic Resilience: Continue to vigorously pursue economic
diversification strategies to build a more robust and resilient economy, thereby
reducing vulnerabilities to external shocks and enhancing social stability.
• Maintain Proactive Public Order Measures: Sustain and adapt existing public
order and crime prevention strategies, particularly in high-traffic areas and
sensitive sectors like gaming, to ensure continued low crime rates and public
confidence.
• Leverage Diplomatic Role for Stability: Utilize Macau's unique position as a
platform for China-Lusophone cooperation to foster international goodwill and
economic ties, contributing to regional stability and soft power projection.
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: Macau Daily Times

• ‘One Battle After Another’ triumphs at the Oscars, K-pop enters Hollywood (2026-03-16 
03:09)

LOS ANGELES – Paul Thomas Anderson’s “One Battle After Another” was crowned best 
picture at the 98th Academy Awards, handing Hollywood’s top honor to a comic, 
multi-generational American saga of political resistance. The ceremony Sunday, which also saw 
Michael B. Jordan win best actor and “Sinners” cinematographer Autumn Durald Arkapaw 
make Oscar history as the […] The post ‘One Battle After Another’ triumphs at the Oscars, 
K-pop enters Hollywood appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Grassroots group claims job fairs have failed to improve employment situation 
(2026-03-16 00:46)

Macau is currently grappling with local employment issues, cited as its most pressing social 
challenge, with claims that the numerous job fairs organized by authorities have had little 
impact on improving the employment situation, particularly as individuals with disabilities face 
increasing challenges in finding work. The local association Macau People Power recently 
submitted a letter […] The post Grassroots group claims job fairs have failed to improve 
employment situation appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Macanese became anglicized after early Hong Kong move, author says (2026-03-16 00:44)

British author Mark O’Neill reveals in his books that when Macanese people moved to Hong 
Kong for “more economic opportunities” in the early 1840s, they became anglicized and 
gradually lost the Portuguese language. The two books the author presented yesterday at a talk 
held at Casa Garden were titled “Europeans in Hong Kong” and “The […] The post Macanese 
became anglicized after early Hong Kong move, author says appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• FAOM seminar backs annual leave boost for long-serving employees (2026-03-16 00:42)

Participants in a seminar organized by the Macau Federation of Trade Unions (FAOM) voiced 
support to the labor bill that would include a mechanism to automatically grant workers 
additional annual leave days based on years of service. According to FAOM, participants 
debated and proposed granting workers one additional day of annual leave for each full […] 
The post FAOM seminar backs annual leave boost for long-serving employees appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.
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• Asfaw and Ndinda dominate African charge at Macao International 10K (2026-03-16 00:40)

African runners dominated the Macao International 10K event held yesterday morning. In the 
men’s race, Ethiopian Akilu Gebremariam Asfaw crossed the finish line first after a final sprint 
with Kenya’s Ezekiel Letaya. Asfaw completed the distance in 28 minutes and 47 seconds, just 
one second ahead of Letaya. Third place went to another Kenyan, Martin […] The post Asfaw 
and Ndinda dominate African charge at Macao International 10K appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Macau told to capiltalize on ‘once-in-a-generation’ opportunities in 15th Five-Year Plan 
(2026-03-16 00:38)

The Liaison Office of the Central People’s Government in Macau has called on the city to fully 
align with the national 15th Five-Year Plan, stressing that Macau stands at a 
once-in-a-generation crossroads to diversify its economy and deepen integration with mainland 
China. The Liaison Office held the briefing on the afternoon of March 13 to […] The post Macau 
told to capiltalize on ‘once-in-a-generation’ opportunities in 15th Five-Year Plan appeared 
first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Calls for new community spending incentive emerge amid slow season (2026-03-16 00:36)

Recent calls have emerged to launch another community spending incentive program aimed at 
boosting local consumption, with the restaurant industry reporting average sales increases of 
20 to 30 percent during such campaigns. In a recent interview with public broadcaster TDM, the 
Macao Catering Industry Association highlighted that the period from this month through next 
month […] The post Calls for new community spending incentive emerge amid slow season 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• 22 bids received for pedestrian flyover A3-Peninsula (2026-03-16 00:34)

The Public Works Bureau (DSOP) has received a total of 22 bids for the public tender to 
construct the pedestrian flyover connecting Zone A of the new landfills (A3) to the Macau 
Peninsula. According to the DSOP, construction is scheduled to begin in the third quarter of this 
year. After the bid opening procedures held […] The post 22 bids received for pedestrian flyover 
A3-Peninsula appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• No transition period established for e-cigarette possession ban (2026-03-16 00:32)

The Health Bureau (SSM) has stated that Macau “can be considered” to have completed the 
three-year “transition period” for the certain ban on e-cigarettes, reaffirming that the recent 
amendment to the Tobacco Control Law does not include a transition period for the possession 
of e-cigarettes in public places. The Macau authorities have revised the Tobacco […] The post 
No transition period established for e-cigarette possession ban appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• EASL Finals to hold quarterfinals at Tap Seac (2026-03-16 00:30)
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As previously announced, the East Asia Super League (EASL) Finals 2026 will take place in Macau 
from Wednesday, March 18, to Sunday, March 22. Although the venue for the semi-finals and 
finals had already been announced as the Studio City Event Center, it was still unclear where the 
quarterfinals would be held. Organizers have now […] The post EASL Finals to hold quarterfinals 
at Tap Seac appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• History lessons say progress comes after turmoil (2026-03-16 00:02)

We often tell ourselves this comforting story about how humanity’s progress happens 
gradually through diplomacy, cooperation, and stability. In this version of history, societies 
advance through thoughtful debate and peaceful reforms. On the other hand, the historical 
record reveals a much more disturbing truth. Most of the greatest advances in human progress 
have occurred not […] The post History lessons say progress comes after turmoil appeared first 
on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Monay, March 16, 2026 – edition no. 4911 (2026-03-16 00:01)

*Hiring Barriers — Job fairs fail to ease employment woes as people with disabilities hit hardest, 
group says * The Script Road | Macanese anglicized after early move to Hong Kong, author finds 
* Labor | FAOM backs annual leave boost for long-serving employees * Ethiopian runner Akilu 
Asfaw narrowly won the International 10K, finishing […] The post Monay, March 16, 2026 – 
edition no. 4911 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• China adopts an ethnic unity law that critics say will cement assimilation (2026-03-13 
00:56)

China adopted a sweeping law yesterday to promote what it calls “ethnic unity,” a measure 
that critics say would further erode the rights of some minority groups as authorities cement a 
push toward assimilation. The law, approved by the country’s legislature, is designed to foster 
“a stronger sense of community among all ethnic groups in […] The post China adopts an 
ethnic unity law that critics say will cement assimilation appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 
澳門每日時報.

• Chalamet shows ignorance in claiming ‘no one cares’ about opera and ballet: Dumadel 
(2026-03-13 00:54)

Famed conductor Gustavo Dudamel said Timothée Chalamet showed ignorance when the 
Oscar-nominated actor claimed “no one cares” about opera and ballet. “Sadly sometimes 
it’s a little bit of ignorance but, look, that is why we have to open more spaces for people to 
connect with classical music,” Dudamel said earlier this week at an event […] The post 
Chalamet shows ignorance in claiming ‘no one cares’ about opera and ballet: Dumadel 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Social organization endorses IR operators for proactive maternity leave initiatives 
(2026-03-13 00:52)
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The Women’s General Association of Macau submitted its written recommendations to the 
Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL) yesterday, urging more small- and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) to adopt a 90-day maternity leave policy. Local authorities have launched a 45-day public 
consultation on amendments to the Labor Relations Law, which is set to conclude on Monday. 
Macau’s six […] The post Social organization endorses IR operators for proactive maternity 
leave initiatives appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Wynn resumes work on UAE project (2026-03-13 00:50)

Wynn Resorts has resumed construction of its luxury resort in Ras Al Khaimah, UAE. Earlier this 
month, following Iranian attacks on UAE sites including Dubai Airport and The Palm Hotel, Wynn 
Resorts said it was “closely monitoring the situation” with “plans in place to ensure the 
safety of our employees.” On Wednesday, Wynn announced that […] The post Wynn resumes 
work on UAE project appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Property chairman urges less gov’t intervention in housing market (2026-03-13 00:48)

The chairman of the Macau General Association of Real Estate, Ip Kin Wa, has called on the 
government to hold back from intervening in the current state of the city’s housing market 
and advocated for employing non-residents. Ip told Shin Min Daily News that young people 
seeking employment are showing a decrease in drive to […] The post Property chairman urges 
less gov’t intervention in housing market appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Unauthorized currency conversion can result in fines of up to MOP10 million (2026-03-13 
00:46)

The Monetary Authority of Macao (AMCM) has announced that it recently conducted 
investigations, in collaboration with the Judiciary Police (PJ), at six shops primarily serving 
foreign workers in the Avenida de Horta e Costa area, the central district, and Taipa. Preliminary 
findings suggest that some shops are suspected of illegally converting patacas paid by 
customers […] The post Unauthorized currency conversion can result in fines of up to MOP10 
million appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Phase 2 of South Coast Promenades set to open soon (2026-03-13 00:44)

The Municipal Affairs Bureau announced yesterday that Phase 2, Section 2 of the promenades 
along the South Coast of Macau Peninsula, extending between Governor Nobre de Carvalho 
Bridge and the “Gate of Understanding” (Porta do Entendimento), is expected to open for 
public use soon, likely in early March or April. This section will feature landscaping, […] The post 
Phase 2 of South Coast Promenades set to open soon appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳
門每日時報.

• DSEDJ increases support for student counseling teams (2026-03-13 00:42)

The Education and Youth Development Bureau (DSEDJ) announced it is boosting resources for 
student counseling teams in the 2025/2026 school year, raising personnel service costs by 
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around 3% to allow institutions to adjust salaries based on experience and performance. The 
bureau said the team now totals 413 members and has added a counseling hotline and […] The 
post DSEDJ increases support for student counseling teams appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• IC invests MOP3.8 million into Macao International Parade this year (2026-03-13 00:40)

The Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) announced yesterday that it is investing MOP3.8 million in the 
2026 Macao International Parade, which will feature 1,600 participants – 200 fewer than last 
year – and showcase performance troupes from more than 10 countries and regions. The 
parade, themed “The Maritime Silk Road as a Bridge for Cultural Exchanges,” […] The post IC 
invests MOP3.8 million into Macao International Parade this year appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Two new local entrants on the Michelin Bib Gourmand this year (2026-03-13 00:38)

The Michelin Guide Hong Kong & Macau has, as usual, unveiled the Bib Gourmand awardees 
ahead of the year’s bigger awards that will take place next week. A total of 83 Bib Gourmand 
recognitions have been awarded this year for Hong Kong and Macau, with 70 going to 
establishments in the neighboring region and 13 […] The post Two new local entrants on the 
Michelin Bib Gourmand this year appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Friday, March 13, 2026 – edition no. 4910 (2026-03-13 00:01)

* Ethnic unity — China adopts ethnic unity law to foster ‘a stronger sense of community,’ but 
critics fear stronger assimilation * Oscars: Who are the favorites to win? — For months, One 
Battle After Another has been the clear front-runner for both best picture and best director. But 
in the past week the race […] The post Friday, March 13, 2026 – edition no. 4910 appeared first 
on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Middle East tensions disrupt GBA airlines, spike fuel costs (2026-03-12 00:46)

Cathay Pacific has extended cancellations of daily passenger and cargo flights to Dubai and 
Riyadh through March 31 amid escalating Middle East tensions, while Hong Kong Airlines raised 
fuel surcharges up to HKD739 per long-haul sector – a HKD150 increase – effective for tickets 
issued or reissued from March 12, marking its second adjustment in […] The post Middle East 
tensions disrupt GBA airlines, spike fuel costs appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時
報.

• Home accidents on the rise, with 10 documented fatalities reported (2026-03-12 00:44)

While no home accident-related deaths were recorded over the past three years, the Health 
Bureau (SSM) says home accidents have been on the rise, signaling growing safety concerns 
despite the low fatality rate. Given that the bureau records nearly 4,000 home accident reports 
annually – a figure indicating an upward trend – with an average […] The post Home accidents 
on the rise, with 10 documented fatalities reported appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門
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每日時報.

• Forum Macau aims to strengthen role as China-PLP trade hub (2026-03-12 00:42)

The Permanent Secretariat of the Forum for Economic and Trade Co-operation between China 
and Portuguese-speaking Countries (PLPs) – Macau (Forum Macau) aims to continue along the 
path set in 2025 and to further promote Macau’s role as a platform between China and the 
PLPs. The goal was noted by the secretary-general of Forum Macau, Ji […] The post Forum 
Macau aims to strengthen role as China-PLP trade hub appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳
門每日時報.

• Watchdog uncovers alleged bribery, abuse of power involving prison guards (2026-03-12 
00:40)

The Commission Against Corruption (CCAC) has uncovered suspected corruption involving two 
prison guards linked to the smuggling of contraband into a local correctional facility. The case 
involves a serving officer from the Correctional Services Bureau (DSC) and another officer who 
has since retired. According to the watchdog, the serving prison guard is suspected of 
committing […] The post Watchdog uncovers alleged bribery, abuse of power involving prison 
guards appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Global experts praise China’s plan for shared progress (2026-03-12 00:38)

China’s commitment to high-quality development and its emphasis on dialogue and long-term 
planning underscore its role as a key contributor to world stability and development, experts 
said, while highlighting the global relevance of the ongoing two sessions, the annual meetings of 
China’s top legislative and political advisory bodies. The central focus of this year’s meetings, 
[…] The post Global experts praise China’s plan for shared progress appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Iran war becomes a contest of who can take the most pain (2026-03-12 00:36)

The war with Iran, for all its complexity and global effects, boils down to a single question: Who 
can take the pain the longest? A surge in oil prices points to what may be Iran’s most effective 
weapon and the United States’ biggest vulnerability in continuing the campaign: Damaging the 
world economy. A sharp rise […] The post Iran war becomes a contest of who can take the most 
pain appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• 2025 on track to nearly break five-year traffic accident record (2026-03-12 00:34)

The latest data from the Public Security Police Force (PSP) indicates that Macau recorded a total 
of 14,638 traffic accidents last year, marking the second-highest figure in the past five years. 
Notably, 356 of these accidents occurred on Avenida do Dr. Rodrigo Rodrigues. The police’s 
chart of accident locations also lists Amizade Bridge, Estrada do […] The post 2025 on track to 
nearly break five-year traffic accident record appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時
報.
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• Municipal task force advances urban beautification (2026-03-12 00:32)

Municipal authorities are stepping up efforts to improve city cleanliness and urban aesthetics, 
with a dedicated task force coordinating across 16 departments to tackle key problem areas, 
officials said during yesterday’s TDM Forum. Chao Wai Ieng, chairman of the Municipal Affairs 
Bureau’s City Management Committee, recalled that last year, the Chief Executive approved 
the establishment […] The post Municipal task force advances urban beautification appeared 
first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• DSF sees gaming revenue and public finances rise (2026-03-12 00:30)

The Financial Services Bureau (DSF) reported that 2025 gaming tax revenue reached MOP94.85 
billion, up 7.6% from 2024, with a public finance surplus of MOP19.88 billion, a 26% increase. 
Recurrent government revenue was MOP114.64 billion, rising 4.6% year-on-year, while total 
revenue, including capital income, grew to MOP118.29 billion, with gaming taxes accounting for 
around 80%. […] The post DSF sees gaming revenue and public finances rise appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Man arrested for suspected arson in residential building (2026-03-12 00:28)

A 35-year-old local man was arrested by police for allegedly setting fire to the stairwell of his 
residential building. Authorities believe the suspect had been drinking at the time. The fire, 
which occurred Monday evening in a historic Tong Lau building, burned miscellaneous items 
but could have caused serious damage due to limited fire safety […] The post Man arrested for 
suspected arson in residential building appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Analysts: GGR off to solid start in March despite cost pressures (2026-03-11 00:48)

Citigroup analysts described Macau’s gaming industry as off to a “solid start” in early 
March, with the bank estimating gross gaming revenue (GGR) reaching “circa MOP5.65 
billion” for the first eight days, even as UBS trimmed its 2026 earnings outlook due to rising 
operating costs. Citigroup highlighted in a research note that this figure implies […] The post 
Analysts: GGR off to solid start in March despite cost pressures appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Air quality fluctuations attributed to weather, not long-term decline: SMG (2026-03-11 
00:46)

Macau has recently experienced isolated instances of poor air quality, which authorities say 
were largely influenced by local weather conditions and regional pollution transport, rather 
than a deterioration in the city’s overall air quality. Senior meteorological technician Chan 
Cheng Hou of the Meteorological and Geophysical Bureau (SMG) explained that these 
short-term fluctuations were “mainly due […] The post Air quality fluctuations attributed to 
weather, not long-term decline: SMG appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• COD unveils ‘Be A Dreamer’ campaign with celebrity ambassadors (2026-03-11 00:44)
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Melco Resorts & Entertainment Ltd. launched its “Be A Dreamer” brand campaign Tuesday at 
City of Dreams Macau, positioning the flagship resort as a hub for luxury, art, and cultural 
tourism. The launch event celebrated the naming of Chinese actor and singer Jing Boran as 
Global Brand Ambassador and retired San Francisco Ballet principal dancer […] The post COD 
unveils ‘Be A Dreamer’ campaign with celebrity ambassadors appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Hutchison completes HKD110 million sale of Macau operations (2026-03-11 00:42)

Hutchison Telecommunications Hong Kong announced its 2025 annual results, reporting the 
completion of the sale of its Macau business for a total consideration of HKD110 million in 
January, ending more than 20 years of operations in the territory. During the 2025 financial 
year, the group recorded recurring business revenue of HKD5.45 billion, up 17.3% year-on-year, 
[…] The post Hutchison completes HKD110 million sale of Macau operations appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• ‘Winter Operation’ results in the detention of 13 fugitives (2026-03-11 00:40)

The joint annual “Winter Operation” of the security forces has found and detained 13 
fugitives from justice, the Unitary Police Service (SPU) reported. In this year’s operation, 
carried out between January 26 and February 26, almost 46,000 people were investigated, 
resulting in 1,046 detentions, 437 referrals to judicial authorities, and the initiation of 365 
criminal […] The post ‘Winter Operation’ results in the detention of 13 fugitives appeared 
first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Olympians Liu and Gu travel very different paths, and China-US relations hang over their 
stories (2026-03-11 00:38)

It is as captivating as it is divisive: the tale of two Chinese American athletic geniuses who have 
so much in common but make such different choices. Eileen Gu, a 22-year-old freestyle skier, 
and Alysa Liu, a 20-year—old figure skater, were both born to Chinese immigrants in California, 
and both were brought up in single-parent […] The post Olympians Liu and Gu travel very 
different paths, and China-US relations hang over their stories appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Progress underway for 15-minute community service zones for seniors (2026-03-11 00:36)

The government has proposed establishing community service zones for seniors across Macau, 
designed to be accessible within 15 to 20 minutes, while the Social Welfare Bureau (IAS) 
announced yesterday updates on its population aging plan, indicating that data collection on 
seniors living alone and in two-elderly households will soon be completed. In mid-2025, 
Secretary for […] The post Progress underway for 15-minute community service zones for 
seniors appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Green Week features 40 activities through Mar. 15 (2026-03-11 00:32)
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Macau’s 45th Green Week is underway and will run until March 15, offering more than 40 
nature-themed activities for the public. Organized by the Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM), the 
annual event promotes ecological conservation and environmental awareness. Activities include 
eco-tours, bird-watching, tree conservation programs, and guided visits to new facilities at Seac 
Pai Van Park. […] The post Green Week features 40 activities through Mar. 15 appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Macau promoted in London as multi-destination hub after China visa-free policy 
(2026-03-11 00:30)

Macau was promoted as a multi-destination travel hub during a tourism presentation held in 
London, as officials showcased opportunities created by China’s new visa-free policy for 
British travelers. Organized by the Macao Government Tourism Office (MGTO), the event 
introduced the city’s latest attractions and cultural experiences to more than 100 travel trade 
representatives and media. […] The post Macau promoted in London as multi-destination hub 
after China visa-free policy appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• ISAF calls on pharmacists to be ‘more engaged in resident wellness’ (2026-03-11 00:28)

The Pharmaceutical Administration Bureau (ISAF) recently held seminars where president Choi 
Peng Cheong called for pharmacists to be proactive in providing pharmaceutical services, 
emphasizing the need to be fully informed about the risks of long-term medication use for 
residents. The official encouraged community pharmacists to take the initiative in monitoring 
residents with long-term medication use, […] The post ISAF calls on pharmacists to be ‘more 
engaged in resident wellness’ appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Iran war is giving markets a Covid-like shock (2026-03-11 00:02)

As the Iran war drives oil prices towards $120 a barrel, a reckoning is finally coming for a 
reckless president and equally complacent financial markets. Last week, reactions were muted, 
with the S&P 500 Index down only 2%. Even in South Korea, the world’s most frothy bourse, 
bargain hunters returned on Friday after the Kospi […] The post Iran war is giving markets a 
Covid-like shock appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Wednesday, March 11, 2026 – edition no. 4908 (2026-03-11 00:01)

* Solid play — Macau casinos off to a ‘solid start’ this month despite cost pressures, analysts 
say * Environment | Air quality fluctuations attributed to weather, not long-term decline * Cotai 
Strip | COD unveils ‘Be A Dreamer’ campaign with celebrity ambassadors * Hutchison 
Telecommunications Hong Kong completes HKD110 million sale of Macau operation […] The 
post Wednesday, March 11, 2026 – edition no. 4908 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門
每日時報.

• Associations call for transparency as fuel prices rise amid Middle East tensions 
(2026-03-10 00:44)
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A mid rising tensions in the Middle East, international crude oil prices have surged, prompting 
residents and local associations to call on the Macau government for greater transparency 
regarding fuel price adjustments. Cheng Chung Fai, chairman of the Macau Association of 
Consumers of Public Utility Companies, explained that the recent increases are driven by crude 
[…] The post Associations call for transparency as fuel prices rise amid Middle East tensions 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Gov’t aims to facilitate duty payments for importers of liquor, tobacco products 
(2026-03-10 00:42)

The government is aiming to amend the current regulation on the consumption duty paid by 
importers of liquor and tobacco products. On the line is a simplification and digitization of the 
procedures, which officials said are intended to improve government efficiency and benefit 
importers regarding duty payment timing. As explained yesterday morning in a presentation 
[…] The post Gov’t aims to facilitate duty payments for importers of liquor, tobacco products 
appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Businesses support outdoor smoking ban, e-cigarette crackdown (2026-03-10 00:40)

Local representatives from the business and tourism sectors voiced broad support Sunday for 
expanding outdoor smoking bans and prohibiting e-cigarette possession during the first public 
consultation on proposed Tobacco Control Act amendments. The session, held one month after 
the initial public consultation on the law’s overhaul, drew about 80 attendees to the Health 
Bureau Conference […] The post Businesses support outdoor smoking ban, e-cigarette 
crackdown appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• DSEDJ flags need for careful review on relaxing overseas student admission (2026-03-10 
00:38)

The Education and Youth Development Bureau (DSEDJ) said that careful review is needed before 
relaxing overseas student enrollment rules for non-tertiary school. In a written reply to an 
enquiry from lawmaker Song Pek Kei, DSEDJ director Kong Chi Meng noted that the potential 
impact on student numbers, class sizes, and long-term demand for non-tertiary school […] The 
post DSEDJ flags need for careful review on relaxing overseas student admission appeared first 
on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Lawmaker calls on Beijing to introduce talent card for ‘global’ insight (2026-03-10 
00:36)

A legislator has proposed to the central government the introduction of a “Macau Talent 
Card” to attract international talent and nurture domestic expertise, aimed at benefiting the 
nation by facilitating access for high-level international professionals. The third plenary session 
of the fourth session of the 14th National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference […] The post Lawmaker calls on Beijing to introduce talent card for 
‘global’ insight appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.
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• MOP20 billion fund to back only nationally aligned industries (2026-03-10 00:34)

The local government will establish a MOP 20 billion government-led fund by 2026 to drive 
industrial diversification, focusing exclusively on sectors aligned with national strategies and the 
development of the Guangdong-Macau In-depth Cooperation Zone in Hengqin, while 
strengthening integration with the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau Greater Bay Area. The local 
authorities announced their annual plan late last […] The post MOP20 billion fund to back only 
nationally aligned industries appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Macau opens tech competition to Spain for Portuguese- and Brazilian-focused startups 
(2026-03-10 00:32)

The government recently announced that its sixth innovation and entrepreneurship competition 
will accept applications from Spanish startups. The event was previously limited to technology 
companies based in Portugal and Brazil. The Economic and Technological Development Bureau 
(DSEDT) said it used its presence at the Mobile World Congress (MWC) to introduce the 
competition’s new format to […] The post Macau opens tech competition to Spain for 
Portuguese- and Brazilian-focused startups appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• 14,000 beneficiaries urged to complete proof-of-life process (2026-03-10 00:30)

The Social Security Fund (FSS) urged about 14,000 of its 177,000 pension and disability 
beneficiaries to complete their 2026 annual certificate of life immediately, warning payments 
will be suspended from April if missed. Beneficiaries can apply via the Macau One Account app 
using facial recognition or at self-service machines in Macau, Hengqin, Greater Bay Area […] 
The post 14,000 beneficiaries urged to complete proof-of-life process appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• SAFP website launches ‘Reform Together’ section (2026-03-10 00:28)

The Public Administration and Civil Service Bureau (SAFP) launched the “Reform Together” 
section on its website to enhance transparency and public engagement in administrative 
reforms. The platform shares updates with citizens and civil servants, supporting modernization 
efforts under the government’s “steadfast innovation” principle. Focus areas include 
streamlining structures, improving civil servant capabilities, and advancing public […] The post 
SAFP website launches ‘Reform Together’ section appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門
每日時報.

• Iao Hon sees two new Diagonal pedestrian crossings (2026-03-10 00:26)

The Transport Bureau (DSAT) announced two all-directional pedestrian crossings in Iao Hon due 
to high pedestrian and vehicle flow. Installed on Avenida da Longevidade near the Macau Slot 
Betting Center at Rua 4 and Rua 6 do Bairro Iao Hon, the crossings follow Traffic Advisory 
Committee consultations and coordination with the Education and Youth Development […] The 
post Iao Hon sees two new Diagonal pedestrian crossings appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
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TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• SSM proposes tougher tobacco controls and e-cigarette bans (2026-03-09 00:46)

The Health Bureau (SSM) announced on Friday five key proposals to strengthen the Smoking 
Prevention and Control Law, including banning possession of e-cigarettes in public places and 
standardizing tobacco packaging to curb youth appeal, amid ongoing smuggling issues three 
years after e-cigarette production and sales were banned. At the press conference, Lam Chong, 
who heads […] The post SSM proposes tougher tobacco controls and e-cigarette bans appeared 
first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Plans target attracting investment to introduce specialty shops in six historic districts 
(2026-03-09 00:44)

The General Union of Neighbourhood Associations of Macau (UGAMM) is currently 
spearheading the revitalization of the city’s six major old quarters through the establishment 
of a district development center, with preliminary plans aimed at attracting investment to 
introduce specialty shops. The group is spearheading the revitalization of the six major older 
districts in the city. […] The post Plans target attracting investment to introduce specialty shops 
in six historic districts appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Portuguese author depicts experience of local transport in Macau and Lisbon (2026-03-09 
00:42)

The book “Crónicas da Carris e da Mesquita ao Nam Van” by author Ana Paula Barros depicts 
a connection between the experience of transport systems in Lisbon’s Carris (local public 
transportation) and Macau’s Transmac, along with other short chronicles that transform 
urban daily life into a space of meticulous observation. Barros, who observes what is […] The 
post Portuguese author depicts experience of local transport in Macau and Lisbon appeared 
first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Authorities apprehend boat with illegal imports worth over MOP2 million (2026-03-09 
00:40)

The Customs Service (SA) intercepted a cargo ship carrying undeclared goods valued at 
approximately MOP2.11 million. The operation was carried out after a tip-off from the Hong 
Kong authorities, who claimed that the vessel, heading to Macau, was suspected of carrying a 
large quantity of illegal imports. Based on intelligence shared by their Hong Kong […] The post 
Authorities apprehend boat with illegal imports worth over MOP2 million appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• IC pilots hosting children’s go-kart activity at outdoor venue (2026-03-09 00:38)

The Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) trialed a children-oriented activity yesterday at the Outdoor 
Performance Venue in Cotai. The event, which included a track for non-motorized children’s 
go-karts, was held for only two hours, between 10 a.m. and noon, and was said to attract over 
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500 participants, including children and parents. The mini go-kart track allowed […] The post IC 
pilots hosting children’s go-kart activity at outdoor venue appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Beijing hopes 2026 will be a ‘landmark year’ for relationship with US (2026-03-09 00:36)

China said it hopes this year will be a “landmark year” for its relationship with its biggest 
competitor, the U.S., striking a largely positive tone ahead of an expected summit between the 
leaders of the two countries later this month. China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi, speaking 
yesterday at a press briefing on the sidelines of […] The post Beijing hopes 2026 will be a 
‘landmark year’ for relationship with US  appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時
報.

• Total scam losses of MOP300 million last year nearly match 2023 record (2026-03-09 
00:34)

The Judiciary Police (PJ) reported that the number of online fraud cases last year totaled 810, 
reflecting a downward trend, yet noted that total losses have returned to the peak levels 
observed in 2023. At the launch of their anti-fraud awareness campaign, police reported that 
telecommunications network fraud cases last year totaled 1,260 incidents, representing […] The 
post Total scam losses of MOP300 million last year nearly match 2023 record appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Northern district plans weekend market to boost tourism, spending (2026-03-09 00:32)

The northern district has faced criticism for its outdated facilities and lack of distinctive photo 
spots, which has hindered its ability to attract tourists. In response, the Industry and Commerce 
Association of Macau Northern District plans to discuss with the government the launch of a 
weekend market featuring cultural creativity and local souvenirs, aiming to […] The post 
Northern district plans weekend market to boost tourism, spending appeared first on MACAU 
DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Dragon boat race kicks off Jun. 13 (2026-03-09 00:31)

The 2026 SJM Macau International Dragon Boat Race, organized by the Sports Bureau, SJM 
Holdings Limited, and the Macau Dragon Boat Association, will take place June 13, 14, and 19 at 
Nam Van Lake’s Nautical Centre. The competition kicks off June 13 with local small dragon 
boat races, followed by local standard races June 14. […] The post Dragon boat race kicks off 
Jun. 13 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Vietnamese community marks Women’s Day with cultural celebration (2026-03-09 00:30)

The Overseas Vietnamese Association in Macau held a gathering to celebrate International 
Women’s Day, drawing about 160 Vietnamese residents. The event featured the first 
Vietnamese traditional costume fashion competition, where more than 30 participants 
showcased culturally distinctive attire to highlight Vietnamese heritage. Some participants said 
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wearing traditional attire made them feel closer to home and […] The post Vietnamese 
community marks Women’s Day with cultural celebration appeared first on MACAU DAILY 
TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• Police investigating after device thrown at anti-Islam protest in New York City (2026-03-09 
00:04)

A counterprotester demonstrating against a “Stop the Islamic Takeover of New York City” 
event Saturday lit and threw a device containing nuts, bolts and screws at the protesting crowd 
after someone from that group used pepper spray on the counterprotest, police said. Police are 
investigating the incident that started late Saturday morning when someone from […] The post 
Police investigating after device thrown at anti-Islam protest in New York City appeared first on 
MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.

• The nursery race that turns parents into anxious spectators (2026-03-09 00:02)

Nursery school interviews in Macau have quietly become a source of stress for many parents. 
The nursery admission interviews commenced earlier this month and will last until March 25, 
causing high anxiety among parents as they wait for the list of admitted children to be 
announced in more than a month. Education bureau authorities said […] The post The nursery 
race that turns parents into anxious spectators appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日
時報.

• Monday, March 9, 2026 – edition no. 4906 (2026-03-09 00:01)

* Snuff out — SSM proposes tougher tobacco controls and an e-cigarette ban in ongoing public 
consultation * Revitalization | Plans aim to attract investment for specialty shops in historic 
districts * The Script Road | Author explores urban life in Macau and Lisbon through transport 
chronicles * Macau Customs intercepts a cargo ship carrying […] The post Monday, March 9, 
2026 – edition no. 4906 appeared first on MACAU DAILY TIMES 澳門每日時報.
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